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Welcome to orchestra at HMS! I am excited to begin my 19th year teaching students to play violin, viola, cello, and bass. I have already had the pleasure of teaching most of your students, in beginning strings. It’s going to be a great year! 
Please read the following information carefully.


Required Materials 

☐ Instrument and bow
☐ 3-ring binder – black or white ½ inch or one inch (view binder preferred) 
☐ Shoulder rest for violin/viola (Everest, Kun, Viva la Musica or Wolf brands recommended)
	$15 violin and 13” or 14” viola, $18 viola 15” size
☐ Rock Stop for cello/bass. (Any brand is fine).      $8 for basic, $17 for D’addario
☐ Pencil – keep one in your case
☐ Rosin    $3 violin/viola/cello, $14 bass
☐ Concert attire (see page 2 )

*Supplies can be bought locally from stores such as Damm Music, Palen Music, or Musical Offerings. They can also be found online from suppliers such as sharmusic.com, swstrings.com, or Amazon. 
We will play right away on Monday, August 17. Please bring instruments that day and have instrument supplies ASAP so your child can participate fully in class. 



Concerts

Each group will have several evening performances throughout the year, so we can display what we’ve been working on! See the calendar on the next page for a complete list of dates.

Only a family emergency or illness will be excused, and you will need a parent or guardian note/email in order to excuse the absence. 
· Examples of excuses that are not accepted: Not having a ride, can’t find concert clothes, had to babysit, had a family birthday, etc

Missed Concert Policy: All students who miss a concert will perform the entire concert, individually, for the class. If it is an excused absence the maximum grade given will be a 90%, unexcused the student can earn maximum of 50%. 



Concert Dress (required for all orchestra members)
All HMS music groups have a required dress code for concert performances:
· Black Dress shirt (short-sleeved or long sleeved).  Must cover all Cleavage, Midriffs, and Shoulders 
· Black dress pants or long skirt -Please avoid leggings, sweat pants, and blue jeans. Pants must be all black, with no other colors or rips. 
· Black closed-toed shoes and black socks (student responsible for purchasing separately). Shoes must be all black, though silver/gold buckles or fasteners are ok.
Students are required to obtain the necessary concert clothing by the first performance, as they will receive a grade for their attendance and attire. 

Grading Categories
· Daily Participation- Every day, each student is expected to participate.  A participation grade will be given.  Non-participation will result in loss of grade.  If non-participation becomes a pattern, the student will be removed from orchestra. 
· Assessments – Written test and playing tests will be given.  
· Test format will vary between playing for the whole class and for just the teacher 
· Practice – Practice charts will not be given, but practice is encouraged daily.
· Performances – All performances and are worth 100 points. Your attendance is required at all performances. Concert points can be deducted for tardiness, improper dress code, improper concert behavior, etc., at the teacher’s discretion.

Behavior Standards
Students are expected to behave in a way consistent with all school rules and policies. Behavior issues will be addressed according to the school handbook. This includes cell phones, which are not permitted to be out during class (or hiding on the music stand). We will work hard as a team to excel and make music together!

Forgotten Instrument/Supplies Policy
1. 1st forgotten instrument per semester: warning #1, loss of participation grade
2. 2nd forgotten instrument per semester: warning #2, email home, loss of participation grade
3. 3rd forgotten instrument per semester: call home, loss of participation grade
4. 4th forgotten instrument per semester: sent to ALC with alternate assignments, call home, and loss of participation grade



Oklahoma City Trip
The 8th grade orchestra will be traveling to Oklahoma City on Saturday, May 1. Students will travel by bus to Oklahoma City, leaving at approx. 6 AM. Students will perform in at a concert venue in the morning and in the afternoon will have time to enjoy the Frontier City theme park. The cost in May 2026 was $75, although if ticket prices go up for 2027 this cost could rise. Students will have the opportunity to fund-raise to help defray some or all of the costs. A few chaperones will be needed, so mark your calendars! More information coming soon! 
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